@ongress of the United States
Washington, AC 20515

September 22, 2014

Chairman Bill Shuster Ranking Member Nick Rahall
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Transportation and Infrastructure Committee
United States House of Representatives United States House of Representatives
2165 Rayburn House Office Building 2163 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 201515

Chairman Tom Petri Ranking Member Eleanor Holmes Norton
Highways and Transit Subcommittee Highways and Transit Subcommittee

United States House of Representatives United States House of Representatives
B-376 Rayburn House Office Building 2163 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Shuster, Chairman Petri, Ranking Member Rahall and Ranking Member Norton:

We, the undersigned members of the Arizona and Nevada Congressional Delegations, and
members of the Congressional Interstate 11 Caucus, are writing to urge your support for
Interstate 11 (I-11) in long-term transportation reauthorization legislation.

Interstate 11 would create a north-south multi-use corridor linking the Intermountain West states
with international and domestic markets and creating complete commerce connectivity between
the United States, Mexico and Canada, enabling expanded trade relations between Latin America
and the entire economy of the Southwestern United States.

The Southwest Triangle — Southern California, the Arizona Sun Corridor, Southern Nevada and
the greater Mojave region - is a rapidly expanding mega-region with the largest absence of
surface transportation infrastructure compared to other U.S. mega-regions, despite a population
growth rate that is double the cumulative rate in the United States. Arizona and Nevada were the
two fastest growing states during the last decade, and Phoenix and Las Vegas are the only two
metropolitan areas of more than one million in population not connected by an interstate.
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As you know, MAP-21 provided a Congressional designation for the initial corridor between
Phoenix and Las Vegas, as planning in both Arizona and Nevada has continued, the two states
are proposing to modify that designation. The revised corridor would stretch from the United
States-Mexico border through Arizona and Nevada, expanding international trade opportunities
not only for our two states, but for the entire Mountain West. We have provided committee staff
with language to codify this designation, and ask for its inclusion in the bill.

As the Committee continues its work on a long-term authorization bill, we would also ask that
you explore ways to prioritize projects, such as I-11, that provide major, broad-based economic
benefits to entire regions and the nation.

We specifically support programs, such as those targeting projects of national significance, that
provide direct linkage for national and international trade corridors and their high-value impact
on job creation, commerce, global competitiveness and economic vitality. We also recognize and
appreciate efforts to study and improve the nation’s freight system. To that end, we believe a
dedicated freight program could potentially provide opportunities to study and develop valuable
freight corridors throughout the country, including I-11 and the Intermountain West corridor.

We thank you in advance for your consideration and stand ready to work with you and your staff
to develop language that will enable development of this and other critical, nationally significant
projects to enhance job creation, economic competitiveness and social mobility in the United
States.

Sincerely,
Rep. Steven Horsfﬁrd%N\(:O/ﬂ Rep. Paul Gosar (AZ 04)
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Rep. Dina Titus (NV-01)
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p. J eph Heck (NV-03)
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Kep. Mark Amodei (NV-02)
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Rep. Ron Barber{AZ-02)

o o

Rep. @rsten Sinema (AZ-09)
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Rep. Ed Pastor (AZ-07)
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Kirkpatrick (AZ-01)#

ARep. Matt Salmon (AZ-05)

Rep. David Schweikert (AZ~%§6)



